
Land at Hillhouse WwTW

On behalf of Regeneco and United Utilities, White Peak 
Planning successfully achieved planning permission  
for two wind turbines of up to 61m tip height at the 
Hillhouse Wastewater Treatment Works (WwTW), 
Great Altcar, Lancashire.

The purpose of the wind turbines is to provide 
renewable energy to the WwTW, thereby reducing 
United Utilities’ Carbon Dioxide emissions.The 
application was submitted just before the Secretary 
of State’s Written Ministerial Statement (WMS) 
regarding onshore wind turbines in June 2015.  The 
transition provisions applied which stated that ‘local 
planning authorities can find the proposal acceptable 
if, following consultation, they are satisfied that it has 
addressed the planning impacts identifi ed by affected 
local communities and therefore has their backing.’

As this was a relatively new test for onshore wind 
applications there was limited evidence or case law 
as to how the WMS was to be applied.  The Planning 
Officer agreed that the planning-related concerns had 
been addressed and recommended approval of the 
application.

However, as there were objections from local 
residents, some Members argued that the concerns 
had not been addressed and deferred determination. 
WPP then wrote to Members, explicitly setting out the 
planning-related concerns and how they had been 
addressed. The application was then granted approval 
by LCC’s Planning Committee and the turbines are 
now constructed and operational.

Case Study

“White Peak Planning provided  
effective advice on planning 
strategy. We are pleased to have 
obtained planning permission 
for the wind turbines as they will 
help us to provide the site with 
renewable energy and reduce our 
net carbon dioxide emission”

David Hopkin,
Project Manager,
United Utilities

For more information about this project please  
contact Chris Garratt at: 

White Peak Planning, Didsbury Business Centre
137 Barlow Moor Road, Manchester, M20 2PW

  Email: Chrisg@whitepeakplanning.co.uk

   Tel: 0845 410 0117
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